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“…for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith.”  Galatians 3:26
                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Advent: Naming our Darkness, Waiting for Light
Sometimes people new to the Episcopal tradition wonder why

we don’t start singing Christmas songs as soon as December hits,
like the radio stations do.  I always invite these people to try on
Advent and explore its gifts.  If we dive right into the joy of
Christmas, we miss taking time to face the brokenness of the
world that makes us yearn for Christ’s coming – and we miss
the experience of hopeful anticipation, of watching the horizon
for the first hints of dawn.

Advent is my favorite season of the church year.  Its themes
are rich and resonant: who hasn’t felt mired in life’s darkness at
times, and longed for light, salvation, redemption ?  Advent’s
hymns give voice to these themes with beauty and power.
Some of my favorites speak about the darkness that enfolds us –
the literal darkness of the end of the year, and the metaphorical
darkness of a world beset by poverty, struggle, and unfulfilled
dreams.  In one hymn in the supplemental Episcopal hymnal
Wonder, Love, and Praise, Dean Nelson writes, “Signs of endings
all around us, darkness, death, and winter days shroud our lives
in fear and sadness, numbing mouths that long to praise”.
Likewise, Hymn #69 in the Hymnal 1982 observes, “Dark is the
season, dark our hearts and shut to mystery” (Carol C. Drake).
The ancient hymn “O come, O come, Emmanuel” (#56) gives
voice to the yearnings of a people “mourning in exile,” longing
for God’s coming to bring peace, safety, and joy.  The penitential
element of the Advent season, as I see it, lies in our recognition
that we are oppressed by the world’s darkness, and our turning
again to God as the Source of light and life.

The Advent theme of facing the world’s darkness is balanced
by the theme of looking for God’s light, with confidence that
Emmanuel, “God with us”, will indeed appear.  Light rises in
darkness, life flourishes even in the frozen times.  Hymn #69
continues with this prayer: “Lord, give us grace to awake us,
to see the branch that begins to bloom!”  Eleanor Farjeon’s lovely
hymn in Wonder, Love, and Praise calls us to joyful anticipation:
“People, look East ! the time is near of the crowning of the year!” Farjeon describes the Advent mood
of expectation through images of a rose growing from frozen earth, a new star brightening the heavens,

(continued on the following page)

The Network


Schedule of

Christmas Season Services


Sunday, the 21st of December
The Fourth Sunday of Advent

Holy Eucharist at 8am
Christmas Pageant

in the Great Hall at 10am
(No Morning Prayer at 10am)

‘Longest Night’ Service at 7pm


Wednesday, the 24th of December

Christmas Eve
Children’s Service at 5pm

Carol Sing at 8.30pm
Festive Eucharist at 9pm
with Bishop Robinson


Thursday, the 25th of December

Christmas Day
Evening Prayer & Supper at 4pm


Sunday, the 28th of December

The First Sunday after Christmas Day
Holy Eucharist at 8am
Holy Eucharist at 10am


Wednesday, the 31st of December

New Year’s Eve
Evening Prayer at 6pm
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and an egg hatching in midwinter – “Even the hour when wings are frozen, God for fledging-time has
chosen !”  Finally, a familiar favorite, “Comfort, comfort ye my people” (#67) puts the words of the
prophet Isaiah (Is. 40:1-5) to lively music, bringing us God’s age-old promise of a redeemed society
and a restored creation.  This is the hope God’s people needed 2,500 years ago; this is the light for
which we still search the horizon, as we prepare to tell each other, again, the story of Christ’s birth -
which is also the story of all the ways God reaches into our lives to guide, help, and transform us.

Miranda



  ‘The Longest Night’: A Liturgy of Light in the Midst of Darkness
Christmas can be a painful

time.  Grief, anxiety, poor
health, and other burdens can
make us feel alone in the
midst of celebrations of the
season.  A space and time is
needed to acknowledge these
burdens.

The longest night of the
year falls just a few days
before Christmas.  On
Sunday, the 21st of December,
at 7pm, we will gather
together out of the darkness
of the season for a quiet, meditative worship service.  Please join us for a time of Scripture, music,
prayer, candle lighting, followed by Holy Eucharist.  Feel free to invite friends who might appreciate this
time, set apart to name the darkness in the world and in our lives, and to prepare our hearts for the
coming of the light of Christ.  Contact the Rev. Miranda Hassett at 746-3415 or
assistantst.andrews@comcast.net with any questions.



  Christmas Day Gathering, 4pm
This Christmas, we will celebrate the Feast of the Incarnation with a community feast, after a festive

Evening Prayer service.  If you don’t have a tradition of sharing the holiday with your extended family
(or if you do, but you’d like to try something different this year), come join your church family for a
warm, informal, celebratory evening !

‘Light in Darkness’ by Miranda Hassett
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Our worship will include seasonal readings and familiar carols.  We’ll provide some basics for the
meal, but would love to have you bring a favorite holiday dish as well.  No RSVP is required, and feel
free to bring friends !

Contact the Rev. Miranda Hassett for more information, or to volunteer to do a reading or bring
a dish.  You can reach her at assistantst.andrews@comcast.net or 746-3415.

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church Staff
The Rev. Kevin D. Nichols, Rector

The Rev. Deacon Miranda K. Hassett,
Assistant to the Rector

Julie Miller, Parish Administrator
Janet Barry, Director of Music

Eric Riggs, Sexton

Parish Vestry
(terms expire in January of noted year)
Pam Mueller, Senior Warden ‘10
John Hutson, Junior Warden ‘10

Judith Maloy, Clerk ‘11
Carolyn Hackwell, Treasurer ‘11

 Lucia Ewing ’09, Barbara Filleul ’11
Shannan Hudgins ’10, Karen Jantzen ’10

Chuck Knox ’10, Chris Miller ’11
Linda Morris ‘09, Geralyn Smariga ’10

Bob Vidaver ’09, Binney Wells ‘09

Diocesan Convention &
Central Convocation Delegates

(all terms expire in January of 2009)
Marti Hunt, Lucy Crichton

Martha Fairfield, Bob Vidaver
Joanne Debold, Lucia Ewing (alternates)

Our December Events Calendar
is packed with all kinds of happenings at
St. Andrew’s and they have been planned
just for you, so be sure to look it over !
You’ll find it on page 9, where you will

also find the Poinsettia Order Form.

Please be sure to note the artwork by our
Assistant to the Rector, Miranda Hassett,
throughout this ‘Advent-and-Christmas’

edition of the NETWORK.

Important Tax Notice: Following IRS
guidelines, all donations received after

12/31/08 will be considered 2009
donations, regardless of when they are

dated.  Please call the parish office if you
have any questions.
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When it REALLY Snows…
Since we live in New England, there always

exists a chance we might find ourselves in the
midst of a true blizzard, and unable to drive

very far, if at all.  In the interest of safety, if it is

determined there is a need to cancel planned
activities – church services, classes, or any sort
of scheduled event – an announcement will be

broadcast on WMUR TV (Channel 9) from
Manchester.  If in doubt about making the trip
to church on a snowy day, please first check the
cancellation notices on WMUR, then listen for
that ‘little voice’ to tell you if you should stay

home or go to church.  And, whatever you
decide to do in hazardous weather conditions,

please travel safely !


Special Nursery Weather Notice:
In the event of inclement weather, even if
church services are held, it is possible there

may be no nursery staffing available.
Please plan accordingly.

  December’s Sunday Lessons and their themes  

December 7th – The Second Sunday of Advent

Isaiah 40:1-11 … a message of comfort and new hope to God’s people

2 Peter 3:8-15a … The divine perspective on time can be very different from that of human beings.

Mark 1:1-8 …Mark’s Gospel begins with the ministry of John the Baptist.

December 14th - The Third Sunday of Advent

Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-11 … God sends his prophet to bring encouragement
to the exiled and oppressed; he will make them mighty oaks, through an
‘everlasting covenant’.

1st Thessalonians 5:16-24 … As he concludes this letter, Paul exhorts new converts to live joyfully
and prayerfully in readiness for the Lord’s coming.
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John 1:6-8, 19-28 … The fourth evangelist firmly characterizes the mission of John the Baptist:
he is the forerunner and witness to the Christ.

December 21st -  The Fourth Sunday of Advent

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 … David wishes to build a temple, but instead God wills that he establish
an everlasting dynasty.

Romans 16:25-27 … Paul reminds the new Christians of the mystery now disclosed to all nations,
bringing them to faith and obedience.

Luke 1:26-38 … the story of the visit to Mary by an angel: Gabriel tells her that she is to bear Jesus
who will be called the Son of God.

December 28th - The Fist Sunday after Christmas Day

Isaiah 61:10 – 62:3 … the prophet joyfully responds on behalf of all God’s people to the Lord’s promise
for a redeemed Jerusalem.

Galatians 3:23-25, 4:4-7 … Paul explains what the role of the law has been and how, in our new
relationship of faith, we have become heirs of the Father.

 John 1:1-18 … a hymn to God’s Word, the expression of God’s very being and the creative power
of all life, who has now become flesh and lived among us.

borrowed from ‘Introducing the Lessons of the Church Year’ by Frederick H. Borsch
and the New Oxford Annotated Bible (NRSV)


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Upcoming Spiritual Journeys  New Opportunities for Growth

  “Befriending Advent” by Barbara Filleul
Four weeks of readying oneself to be open to the mysteries of the season

 Prayer and Discussion in four parts
 facilitated by Lucy Crichton and Barbara Filleul
 four Sundays, between Services, at 9:00 am, in the Library
 November 30th, December 7th, 14th, and 21st

 St. Andrew’s “Advent Quiet Day” – the 6th of December
In our lives today, Advent is a time of joy and sometimes anxiety, festivities along with stress,

emotional highs and lows, and, all too often, frantic busyness.  Preparations to welcome the light of the
world into our lives and hearts sometimes get sidelined by all the practical details and pressures of the
holidays.  This year, will there be space in the Inn of your Spirit or will it be overflowing with wrapping
paper, gift receipts, and too many parties?

Give yourself (as well as those who love you!) a gift by setting aside a few hours for renewal,
reflection, and preparation for this holy season and celebration.  Music, guided meditation, silence,
reflection and some quiet sharing will create a space for you to welcome the Lord into your heart and
life this Christmas and New Year.

The Rev. Cheryl Moore will lead the Quiet Day on Saturday, the 6th of December downstairs in the
Parish House.  We will gather at 8.30 to get settled, then begin at 9am and end at noon.  Please dress
comfortably and bring pillows, blankets, journals and whatever will help you relax and thoughtfully
reflect.  Please call Julie in the church office to sign up so we can plan for all who wish to be there.

 Benedictine Spirituality Group by Dan Andrus

Beginning in Epiphany, all are invited to join a group which will meet regularly to explore our
spirituality, using the tools of the Benedictine tradition to seek a deeper sense of God’s role in our lives.
The Rule of St. Benedict was written almost fifteen centuries ago and remains a relevant guide for the
Christian life.  Its emphasis on achieving balance in work, prayer, study, and rest, and its core values of
stability, obedience, personal transformation, humility, living a Christ-centered life, and listening for
God's call in all activities have continued to speak to Christians through the ages.

At a parish I previously attended, one of my great joys was participating in a group that met twice
monthly to reflect on the Rule and its relationship to our lives.  It was a remarkable and grace-filled
experience.  It was not a traditional "class" nor was there a "leader", but it was a vital group of people
from all walks of life who came together to read, reflect, and share.  Many of us found our time
together as a precious anchor which allowed us to hear others' stories, to reflect on our own, and
occasionally to be surprised at the realization that God was finding us where we were in our lives.
It was, and is, a remarkable group of companions and I have a sense there are people at St. Andrew's
who might find it a valuable experience as well.

If you wish to know more, please contact me at home at 856-7580 or at danielandrus@msn.com.
There are no strict rules about how the group is structured.  Meeting time and frequency are flexible and
the reading schedule would be very light.  Life circumstances may require people to come and go and
the group will remain open to the gifts newcomers will bring and the joy of welcoming people who are
able to come back.  I would anticipate there would be an organizational meeting shortly after Epiphany.
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  Prayers for Healing
The Prayers of the People do not end when we leave church.  We ask your prayers for healing for …
Bill Leachman, Carolyn Muller, Paul Hudgins, Mimi Harper, Philip Martin, Dave, Harold Davis, Marian
Lewis, Bud Major, Michele Barnett, Ann King, John Golec, Shirley Chimi, Dave White, Jean Donahue,
Daisy Foster, Albert Rockwood, Cindy Miller, Daniel Karnes, Lydia Andrews, Francis Goffredo, Audrey
Foster, Lambros & Aphrodite Sideris, Kirk McConville, Avery Forrestall, Lynn, Paul, Russ Berry, Michael
Walker, Destiny, Carol Tucker, Lindsay Oakland, and Virginia Piekarski.

We also ask for your prayers for those in the Armed Forces, especially loved ones of our parish family…
Ford Peterson, Chuck Rice, Jim Burack, Vinnie Santiago, Peter Allen, Jeremy Gilman, Sean McElroy,
Tom Bloomfield, Tom Orifici, Nathan Paddock, Gregory Merk, Doe Foraker, Christopher Hodgdon,
Gary Hodgdon, Jeremy Pozderac, Hunter Marshall, Parker Marshall, Stehpanie Lavoi, Doan Scott,
Peter Ligawiec, Sean Durgin, Jason McCormick, Chris and Paul Gagne, Jon Sistare, Steven Auclair,
Derek Hendrickson, Andrew Fortier, and Richard Stevens.

  Evening Prayer at 6pm on Wednesday the 31st of December
Join us in the church library for an intimate, peaceful gathering for simple worship.  Following this

service, those who seek God's help and healing for themselves or on behalf of others may receive special
prayer.

  Advent Altar Flowers
Currently, there are 3 Sundays in the month of December … the 7th, 14th, and 21st … when we have

no flowers scheduled for the altar.  During the Advent season, it would be especially nice to have color
and warmth on the altar during our Sunday services.  Would you like to honor someone special or
remember a loved one during Advent ?  It’s simple to do; for more information call Debbie Monroe at
746-4619 or e-mail her at dmonroe4619@tds.net..

  Memorial Garden from Marie Martell
 Thank you to all who helped chase away the leaves, trim the branches, pull up the weeds, and put our

Memorial Garden to sleep for the winter.  Such a joy it will be in the Spring to start with a clean plate.

  ‘Safer Church’ Training Session
A Refresher Training Course will be held from 9am to 3pm on Saturday the 6th of December at

Trinity Church in Meredith.  If either your employment or volunteer work at St. Andrew’s Church
requires that you have this training, and if you previously had training in 2002 or earlier, you need
refresher training now.  Please contact Marti Hunt at mahunt@tds.net for more details.

  Collect for the Nativity of Our
Lord: Christmas Day

‘Eucharist’ by Miranda Hassett



“Almighty God, you have given your only-
begotten Son to take our nature upon him, and
to be born this day of a pure virgin: Grant that
we who have been born again and made your
children by adoption and grace, may daily be
renewed by your Holy Spirit; through Jesus

Christ, to whom with you and the same Spirit
be honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. "
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  Winter Green Worship: A Brief Catechism

Q: What is Winter Green Worship ?
A: Winter Green Worship is our name for the period of 6-8 weeks when we’ll be worshipping every

Sunday morning in our Great Hall.  The “green” refers to our desire to conserve oil by making this
change, worshipping in the better-insulated Great Hall instead of the sanctuary.  Also, this will be
the season of Epiphany, whose color is green – what a coincidence !

Q: Now that the price of oil is down again, do we really have to do this ?
A: This idea was initially hatched because of concern about oil prices.  But as we sat with it and talked

about it, our Vestry and clergy leadership came to see this as a conservation issue, not just a budget
issue.  Worshipping in the coldest months of a New Hampshire winter, in a large, poorly insulated
space like our beloved sanctuary, isn’t the best use of the limited fuel resources that God has given
us on this beautiful and fragile planet.

Q: Are we doing other things to try to conserve energy ?
A: We do see this as a moment to broaden our thinking about how to be a “greener” church, building

on some wonderful first steps that have already taken place, like switching to real mugs for coffee
hour.  We welcome your ideas and your energy – this is a long-term, whole-community project.

Q: Are we going to do this next winter, too ?
A: We don’t know yet.  We are trying this out and seeing how it feels.  We assume this change will

have some gifts, as well as some challenges, and we won’t know what those are until we get there.
Please give us lots of feedback along the way!

Q: Will it be the “Service in the Great Hall” all the time ?
A: No.  We will have our intergenerational “Service in the Great Hall” once a month, as usual.

The other Sundays, our worship in the Great Hall will follow the pattern of regular Sunday worship
in the sanctuary, as much as possible.  We’ll have BCPs, hymnals, wonderful piano and choir music,
altar flowers – we can’t move the stained glass, true, but many familiar elements will be there !
We’ll have Sunday school most Sundays as usual, too.

Q: What about the sound system, and the uncomfortable chairs ?
A: We’re working on those issues; your patience and your feedback are helpful.  Please, if the folding

chairs cause you pain, try one of the other chairs in the room, or let us know that you really need
different seating.

Q: Where is everything else going to happen, during the Winter Green Worship season ?
A: The choir will practice in the Great Hall between services, just as they usually do in the sanctuary.

Adult education will happen in the library.  Socializing can happen in the kitchen and the hall;
after all, we certainly don’t want to limit opportunities for fellowship !

Q: Who should I talk to, if I have questions, concerns, or suggestions ?
A: Talk with Kevin, Miranda, or any member of the Vestry.  We need to hear from you, as we try out

something new.
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  Eight Tips for Alternative Gifting

The pressure to shop and buy in the holiday season can be intense – and stressful, in a year when
many people are anxious about their finances.  The good news is that finding new approaches to holiday
gifting can be cheaper, AND bring more joy.  Many Christians are looking to escape the materialism of
Christmas as it’s celebrated in our culture, and get back to its central meanings for us as people of faith:
love !  connection !  hope !  Here are some tips for ways to give differently.

For lots more ideas and wonderful resources, go online and explore “Buy Nothing Christmas”
(www.buynothingchristmas.org), an initiative by Canadian Mennonites, or watch the short but powerful
“Advent Conspiracy” video at www.adventconspiracy.org .

1. Make.  Make stuff !  Handmade gifts show love.  You don’t have to be artistic to put together some-
thing neat.  Look around on the Internet, go to a craft fair, or ask your crafty friends for ideas.

2. Bake.  A tin of homemade cookies or a loaf of warm bread is a lovely gift – and the person receiving it
doesn’t have to find a place to put it!

3. Share.  Share your time and your skills with the people you care about, to make their lives easier and
richer.  Give “coupons” for a walk together, babysitting time, cleaning the kitchen, playing
music for them, teaching a skill, or sharing an experience.

4. Care.  Give to those who are really in need, in honor of your loved ones.  Lots of terrific charities now
have ways to give useful, sustainable gifts to those in need, with a card to send to your friend
telling them about the gift in their honor.  Check out the Heifer Project (www.heifer.org) and
Oxfam America Unwrapped (www.oxfamamericaunwrapped.com), as two excellent starting
places.

5. Buy local.  New Hampshire-made crafts, maple syrup, and other food treats make wonderful gifts.
Buying locally supports your local economy and reduces the use of fossil fuels to transport
goods.

6. Buy fair.  “Fair trade” means that the person who made the product was paid a fair wage, enough to
live on, and didn’t have to work in uncomfortable or dangerous circumstances.  Buying fair
trade gifts is like giving twice.  Several stores in Concord carry fair-trade (and green) gift items:
Earth Made, Gondwana Divine Clothing, Real Green Goods, and Your Home Your World.
Online, check out Ten Thousand Villages (www.tenthousandvillages.com) and Global Goods
Partners (globalgoodspartners.org).

7. Focus.  Some families (especially big ones!) move to a system where everyone gets a present for one
other person - usually excluding kids, who still get presents from everybody.  This system
keeps shopping under control and means you can choose more carefully for one person.

8. Remember.  Photos, videos, and sound recordings of you and your family are wonderful, lasting gifts.
If you have young kids and faraway relatives, these kinds of gifts will be especially enjoyed !
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December Events Calendar
Advent Quiet Day (see page 5) Saturday, 6 December from 9am-12noon
‘Basket of Hope’ ingathering for the food pantry Sunday morning, 7 December
Christmas Pageant in the Great Hall Sunday, 21 December at 10am
Christmas Pageant rehearsals Sunday, 14 December at 9.45am

AND  Saturday, 20 December at 10am  
Confirmation Youth Meeting Sunday, 7 December at 1pm
‘Episcopal 102’ evening class Tuesday, 10 December at 7.30pm
Evening Prayer (see page 6) Wednesday, 31 December at 6pm
Executive Committee meeting Wednesday, 9 December at 11am
Friendly Kitchen (see pages 11 & 13) Tuesday, 23 December 4-6pm
Gingerbread House-making Sunday, 7 December at 2pm
‘Longest Night’ Liturgy (see page 2) Sunday, 21 December at 7pm
Men’s Group dinner gathering Monday, 8 December at 6pm
Newsletter deadline for the January edition Friday, 19 December at 5pm
Nominating Subcommittee meeting Tuesday, 9 December at 11am

(with Executive Committee to follow)
Nomination deadline for Vestry, delegate (see page 12) Monday, 15 December at 5pm
Parish Growth & Evangelism Committee meeting Wednesday, 3 December at 7pm
‘Safer Church’ refresher training session (see page 6) Saturday,  6 December
Samaritan Fund Application Deadline (see page 12) Friday, 5 December
Samaritan Fund Committee meeting Sunday, 7 December at 11.30am
Vestry meeting Wednesday, 10 December at 7pm
Women’s Group dinner gathering Monday, 15 December at 6pm
Worship Committee meeting Wednesday, 17 December at 6.30pm
Youth Group Meeting Sunday, 14 December , 5-7pm

  CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS  
Anyone wishing to make a donation for holiday poinsettias

in memory of a loved one is asked to send a donation
and this form to St. Andrew’s Church by December 14th.

In Memory of                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                  
Requested by                                                                                                             
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  A Bit of History, A Look at the Future by Janet Barry

As we peer past the celebrations of Christmas and New Year’s and into 2009, we have many plans
and hopes for our St. Andrew’s community.  We hope to become more careful stewards of our funds
and resources.  We hope to “green” our use of buildings and supplies, and we hope to reach out more
effectively to refugees and needy in our area.  We hope to continue to worship and play together in
ways which meet the needs of our multigenerational and growing congregation.  And it is always fun
and instructive, when looking ahead, to take a peek back to see where we have come from.

Recently I have been reading through a file of papers compiled by our former organist and organ
builder, Jay Zoller.  It is fascinating to say the least !  Consider this excerpt from an article written in 1980,
which describes the church in the early 1900’s: “The church was very different then.  It was dark, with walls
and pews painted gray.  There was no electricity.  The church was heated by a stove at the back, with the
stove pipe projecting from the roof.  There was a choir, but unvested.  This permitted women members
to wear very dressy clothes and every variety of hat.”  Apparently bats were also a feature of last century’s
St. Andrew’s décor, (even the interior décor), so perhaps those interesting hats served a useful function !

Looking even further back, the organ itself arrived on July 8, 1874 from Hook & Hastings of Boston
Mass, for a cost of $1,175.45.  This money was raised by Miss Catharine C.P. Lerned and other donors,
and included $46.50 for “Time and expenses for man to set up organ”; $8.86 for freight from Boston
to Concord, then Concord to Hopkinton; $2.75 for lumber and work on the organ platform; 40 cents
or Rosa Lun to sweep the church; and an interesting 74 cents for “Smith children, work and errands for
Organ builder”.  Apparently there was also a previous organ in the building, which was disassembled and
sold back to Hook & Hastings for a hefty $700 refund.

Our other organ, the one in the gallery, was a gift to the church in 1846, and was the first organ
in Hopkinton, being moved to NH from a private home in Bellows Falls, VT.  It was built by Lemuel
Hedge of Vermont about ten years before his death, a man who learned the skill of organ building
from an English craftsman “at the time that organ music ceased to be looked upon as a sacrilege”.

What to me is so interesting about these historical tidbits is not just the names of people long gone,
or the prices that seem so absurdly low, but the continuity of a community which worked together to
pool resources and funds to make their worship space more beautiful, more musical, and more enriching.
I can imagine the ladies in their fancy hats doing some serious fundraising.  I can picture the carpenters
and craftsmen of the town rearranging pews and laying out the lumber for the organ platform.  I can see
Rosa Lun patiently sweeping up all that sawdust they generated, (or maybe she got sick of it and muttered
under her breath !), and I can even picture those little Smith children scurrying around on their important
errands, maybe planning what to do with their windfall earnings of 74 cents.

A list of donors reveals that 40 individuals gave “subscriptions” to the organ fund, with the largest
amount being $200, and the least being $1.  As Hopkinton had a busy summer community then, the
donors also ranged in geography, their year-round homes being as far away as Chicago, Florida, New
Orleans, and New York.  But whatever their geography, they still were somehow moved to invest their
time and money and love in a little stone church in Hopkinton, New Hampshire.

And over the years spanning 1874 to 2009, the investment has been ongoing.  The organs are main-
tained and restored.  The choir has vestments now !  The church is no longer dark and gray, and the bats
don’t seem to bother us too much anymore.  And now we are busy looking at how our little stone
church can be as vibrant and relevant a community in our age of high energy costs, global warming,

(continued on the following page)
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(continued from the preceding page)

and economic upheaval as it was in the age of post-Civil War Reconstruction, Industrial empire-building,
and Western expansion, (with their attendant environmental and human rights atrocities).  As we seek
to green our church, fund our programs and staff, and reach out to our towns and our world, let’s not
forget to look at how far we’ve come, how solid our traditions are, and how deep-reaching our granite
foundations are.

  
  Coordinators Sought for two Outreach Programs

We are in need of two individuals to coordinate two of our most established Outreach relationships.
If St. Andrew’s is going to continue with these commitments, it is vital we have a dependable liaison
person for each of these efforts.  The personal rewards far outweigh the time and efforts required.

 The Friendly Kitchen on Montgomery Street in Concord serves meals to the city’s needy seven days
a week; St. Andrew’s provides a meal once a month – on the 4th Tuesday of the month.  To satisfy
our commitment to this effort, we need an individual to assume responsibility for scheduling 1 chef and
3-4 helpers each month.  We currently have an established group of individuals who are ‘veteran’ chefs
and helpers; what is needed is someone to schedule them for service.  Occasionally, some new volunteers
are sought.  It takes only a few hours each year to establish the schedule and to then follow-up with
timely reminders.  Judith Maloy 228-8787 and Linda Morris 746-3990 can provide additional
information if you have questions.

And please remember, you need not assume leadership of an effort to make a real difference. If you
would like to help support our church’s on-going Friendly Kitchen work, but feel the coordinator’s
job is more than you are able to do at this time, perhaps you might consider being a chef for one
month, or being a helper.  When additional people volunteer for these opportunities, it means the
joy is shared among us.  Every pair of hands taking part in this meaningful effort ‘helps lighten the
load’ and helps us do the work to which God has called us.

 The Hopkinton Food Pantry at the Slusser Senior Center in Contoocook depends on donations from
the community.  At St. Andrew’s, our first-of-the-month collection on ‘Basket of Hope Sunday’ helps
answer that call.  Those monthly collections, and other seasonal ‘ingatherings’ such as Thanks-giving and
Christmas, need to be delivered to the Pantry on a timely basis.  Such a courier could also serve as a
contact person for parish in answering the Pantry’s program needs.  Linda Morris 746-3990 can provide
additional information if you have questions.

   
  A Litany for Outreach Ministry

Almighty God, we give thanks for all your goodness and bless you for the love that sustains us day to
day.  We praise you for the gift of your Son, by whose sacrifice we have been redeemed.  We give thanks
for the Holy Sprit, the Comforter. Enable us, O God, to show our thanks by lives given to your service.

Help us to look with compassion upon others; stir us to serve others by opening our hearts and
hands to the stranger, the lonely, and those broken in mind and spirit.  May we offer peace, comfort, and
protection to the troubled, the weak, and the weary. Grant us grace to show forth in our lives what we
profess with our lips.  Fill us with compassion for those in distress and take away the arrogance and lack
of concern too often in our hearts.  Open our eyes to opportunities for giving help and instilling hope,
and rouse us into loving action.       Litany versicles redacted from the website of Episcopal Migration Ministries
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 A Call to Service as a Parish Leader:
“How about You ?“

As is our custom at this time of year, we are
in the process of preparing a slate of nominees
to present for election at the Annual Meeting in
January.  The nominees’ names will be published
in the Annual Report for everyone’s review and
consideration well prior to the meeting.

If you have an interest in being nominated
either as a member of the Vestry or as a
delegate to the Central Convocation and
Diocesan Convention, please notify a
member of the Nominating Committee …

 The Reverend Kevin Nichols
 Senior Warden Pam Mueller
 Junior Warden John Hutson

 Judith Maloy  Carolyn Hackwell
 Linda Morris  Bob Vidaver
 Binney Wells  Lucia Ewing

…no later than the 8th of December.
You may also contact the parish office.  Please
follow the same process if you wish to nominate
someone, but be sure to have that person’s
consent before submitting his or her name.

We hope you will prayerfully consider
this opportunity and the role you

might play at this exciting time in the
life of the St. Andrew’s community.

 Vestry members are elected for 3-year terms
to this “governing board” of the parish
which meets monthly; while on the Vestry,
each member also acts as a liaison to a parish
committee.  Elected Vestry members are
limited to two consecutive 3-year terms.

 Convocation/Convention delegates are
elected to 1-year terms to represent the
parish at quarterly meetings of the Central
Convocation (of the greater Concord area’s
Episcopal churches); and at the annual
Diocesan Convention held in the fall.

Having “voice and vote”, the delegate plays an
important role in many diocesan decisions which
impact our parish, including the diocesan budget.
Parish bylaws require that at least one delegate be
a Vestry member.  Historically, our delegates have
agreed to serve more than one 1-year term to gain
experience, maximize their contribution, and
maintain continuity.

Parishes also elect a voting Youth (age 16 to 25)
Convocation/Convention delegate.  Their commit-
ments and responsibilities are the same as for other
delegates.  If you or someone you know wants to
join with other youth throughout the Diocese in
this form of service, please let a member of the
Nominating Committee know.

Please remember the deadline: the 8th of December.



Samaritan Outreach Fund
Applications are being accepted through the 5th of

December for consideration for funding of outreach
efforts through the Samaritan Outreach Fund.

Information on the applications reviewed by the
Vestry includes a description of the outreach effort
and an explanation of the worthiness of the effort.

 Applications are available in the church narthex
and the church office or by calling 746-3415.
 Contact either the Assistant to the Rector or

a member of the Vestry, for further details.

This fund is a budgeted parish fund supported by
the generosity of parishioners of St. Andrew's.

Allocation of these funds is made by the Vestry
in June and December of each year.

Our ability to support various community
outreach efforts depends upon your stewardship.
As Christians we are called upon to help others,

and indeed St. Andrew's parish family does just that !





St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Hopkinton, NH   December 2008 Newsletter15

 St. Andrew’s to serve a ‘special’
dinner at the Friendly Kitchen
on the 23rd of December
One of the many things that helps make

St. Andrew’s a special place is the people, and the
traditions we associate with them.  One of those
traditional events some of us remember was the
preparation and serving of the December dinner
at the Friendly Kitchen by our late friend and
fellow parishioner, Julie Chapin.  For many years,
this was Julie’s personal ‘Christmas gift’ to the
greater Concord community’s hungry.

Like everything Julie did, it was done without
fanfare, but with simple grace and loving charity
for others.  This year, Julie’s husband Bill will
honor her memory and her dedication to service
to others by doing just what Julie would have
done: prepare and help serve the St. Andrew’s
December dinner at the Friendly Kitchen.

We thank ‘in advance’ both Bill and those
folks from our parish family who will assist him
prepare and serve dinner to a large number of
hungry – and most grateful – neighbors.  Bill will
be the chef and will be joined in serving the meal
by Barbara & Paul Semple, Trish & John Chandler,
and Binney & Bob Wells.

 “Christmas Cookie ADVENTure”
on the 21st of December
Susan Zankel is ‘captain’ of the December

Coffee Hours and has suggested it might be fun
to invite parishioners to bring Christmas cookies
to share during Coffee Hour on Sunday, the 21st

of December, the day of the Christmas Pageant.
“There will surely be lots of grateful Angels,
Shepherds, Wise Men, and sheep, not to
mention Mary and Joseph...”

The theme for that Sunday’s Coffee Hour
will be the “St. Andrew’s Community Christmas
Cookie ADVENTure”.  Everyone is invited to
bring in a batch of their favorite Christmas
cookies to share after the Pageant.  The Parish
Growth & Evangelism (PG&E) Committee is
hosting the Coffee Hour.

 Christmas gifts for the guests
of the Friendly Kitchen
Each year, St. Andrew's parishioners help

provide Christmas gifts for the guests at the
Friendly Kitchen; this year we are asked to
provide a gift for four guests.  Each guest is given
a gift as part of a Christmas Eve celebration and
dinner, something many of them look forward
to all year long.  It would be truly wonderful if
you would like to help with this effort, which is
always so very much appreciated by every guest. 

Would you please consider helping one of
our less-fortunate neighbors ?  If you wish, you
can buy a gift, wrap it, and label it as either
Men's: large, medium, or small, or Women's:
large, medium, or small.  Gifts may be delivered
during regular office hours to the parish office.
Warm clothing is most appreciated, but other
gifts such as blankets are also welcome.  The
suggested price range is between $20 and $30.

 The PIT Crew Hosts “Year B”
Coffee Hour on the 7th
The PIT Crew is hosting our Coffee Hour

on December 7th to educate everyone on the
"Year B" Lectionary Calendar Year.  All the foods
offered will begin with the letter "B".  Anyone in
the PIT Crew who wants to take part can sign up
in advance for items to bring.  Members of the
Crew members will need to arrive at the kitchen
at 9:30am (Sharp !) to help set up for the coffee
hour and to bake bread with Mike Barwell.

 Advent Calendars
Thanks to all those who purchased Advent

calendars from the PIT Crew in November !
These beautiful calendars have windows and
doors to open all the way into Epiphany, and
can be used for years to come - just tuck the
little doors closed when you put it away.

The PIT Crew will use the money they raised
for a trip to explore our faith together.  If you
didn't get a calendar and would like one, talk
to a PIT Crew member, Dee Treybig, or Miranda
Hassett - we may still have a few on hand.
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 December Birthdays
Abby Crowdes  1st

Kristen Mueller  1st

Bob Wells  1st

Taylor Barnes  2nd

Chloe Gudas  2nd

Abigail Ransmeier  2nd

Katie Muzzy      5th

Kendall Bergethon  6th

Evan Whipps  6th

Beth DeBold  7th

Zoe Jantzen  8th

Liz Carey  9th

Jack Crow  11th

Nate Diers  13th

Judy Kidder  13th

Meredith Mann  13th

Martin Carter  14th

Trevor Gibbons  14th

Patti Nichols 15th

Lincoln Wilson  16th

Merrick Chapin  17th

Ana Belle Goble 17th

Nancy Spater  18th

Patti Gerseny 19th

Barbara Provencher  20th

Kira Knox  23rd

Travis Mitchell  23rd

Adrienne Peters  24th

Nicholas Hollinger  28th

Greggory Froleiks 30th

Marc Lajoie  30th

Sophia Wheat  30th

Do we have your birthday in our database ?  We don’t want to miss the chance to wish you all the best !
Please call Julie in the church office if you have a special date to add or a change to make to our list.

Transitions


Catherine Darby McGraw and Tyler White Simms
married on the 8th of November 2008

  Fall Clean-up Team
Among those who contributed a full

morning to the fall clean-up effort on Saturday,
the 1st of November were Property Committee
Chair Geralyn Smariga, our sexton Eric Riggs,
our rector Kevin Nichols, Patti Gerseny, Betty
Lovejoy, Rob Hackwell, Paul Carey, Marie
Martel, Paul Martel, Phil Treybig, Ed Fairfield,
George Schell, Mike Barwell, Ann Junkin, and
Binney Wells.  Contract groundskeeper for the
church, Phil Strittmatter, donated his time to
help with these efforts as well.  Many thanks !

We were blessed to have special help moving
huge piles of leaves from four members of our
Sunday school: Garin Treybig, Connor Treybig,
Taylor Oakland, and Keaton Nichols; Keaton’s
friend Matthew Schwartz also lent a hand.

The morning began with a brief outdoor
service of Morning Prayer led by Kevin.  Geralyn
and Kevin each brought a delicious baked
‘breakfast casserole’, and we had an assortment
of other “energy-boosters” to get us started and
keep us going !  Thanks to everyone !

 ‘Tying up Loose Ends’
This is the time of year we all seem to

concentrate on mundane things like making –
and then 'checking off' - shopping lists.  We all
seem to want to end the year on a good note by
remembering those we love with a 'little
something special' at holiday time.

With that in mind, this might be a good time
to tie up some of those other loose ends which
might otherwise be left twisting in the wind.
As the calendar year ends, the parish closes its
financial books, and attempts the process of
putting together the budget for the coming year.
To do that, we need your help.

To begin, please check to see if your 2008
pledge to St. Andrew's is up to date.  And then,
as we seek to continue to provide our faith
community with so many forms of ministry
which help make our lives complete, won't you
also help by sending in your 2009 pledge card ?
We all count on our Church to be there for us;
now is the time we can help by being there for
our Church.
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 Saved in ‘Tempest and Darkness’
This Christmas Eve, many of us will find it

hard to believe the words of ‘Silent Night’ when
we sing them.  Although we know it is a holy
night, for which we will have to keep watch for
weeks, our spirits are likely to feel overborne by
seasonal struggles, from influenza to familial
tensions to financial depletion.  ‘All is calm’, we
will sing, holding our burning candles in church,
‘all is bright’.  But very possibly, in the secret
sanctuaries of our minds, it will be ‘tempest and
darkness’* that ring true.

Take heart.  Tempest and darkness can
engender good vigilance.  The more rattled and
unenlightened we are, the sharper may be our
wakefulness.  [And this is a saving grace accord-
ing to Amma Syncletica,  a fourth century
Christian monastic who cautioned fellow
monastics against spiritual inattentiveness:]
‘the secular is saved in tempest and darkness, for
he keeps watch as he ought.’  To the panicking
boatmen who found Jesus asleep on a cushion
in the stern as a gale threatened to capsize their
craft, this would have been good news.  To the
rest of us, who rarely sail on a calm sea or find
time for a retreat in a monastery, it’s good news,
too, that even our high anxieties play a necessary
part in the drama of our salvation.

If personal unrest gives rise to watchfulness,
by which we may notice the Savior’s advent, how
much more might God transform our collective
fears into communal expectation not of our
destruction, but of our redemption ?  We want
to bequeath the world we love to our grandkids,
but wonder what will be left after we’ve gone.
Concern for this endangered, warring planet
mobilizes many Christians, who surmount their
fears for the future by acting faithfully now,
even as they look forward to a new heaven
and earth.

Faced with tempest and darkness, most of us
do our best to keep the faith, batten down the
hatches, and sail for the far shore.  We show up
for our chemotherapy treatments.  We collect
canned goods for the food bank, or wait in line
to receive a food box.  We even manage to mail
Christmas greetings to almost everyone on our
list.  Sure, we may suffer the occasional bout of
insomnia, but we do so in the best possible
company: ‘he who keeps you will not slumber.
He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor
sleep.’ (Psalm 121:4)  Jesus, who urged his
followers to ‘keep awake’ knew that sleeplessness
can be a good form of vigilance, a discipline by
which we watch and wait for ‘the master of the
house’ to return (Mark 13:35-37).

The point, of this and every Advent, is just as
the bumper sticker reads: ‘Jesus is coming.’  But
we can do better than ‘look busy’.  We can look
alive, like good vigilantes who expect Christ to
show up, who pitch in and prepare for the Messiah
to make a guest appearance.

Even as we count the days until the feast of
Christmas, even as we dare to believe that Christ
will come again, we can enter into the anticipa-
tory spirit of this season with modest, daily forms
of watchfulness: checking our email for a word
from a good friend, making a lost and checking
it twice, searching the newspaper for hints of hope
from embattled places.

As Amma Syneclitica said, we’re good at
keeping watch as we ought.  Apparently, we’re
good and ready to be saved.

borrowed from Weavings XXII:6; by Rachel Srubas
* borrowed from Maude Ohl’s poem ‘Summer Storm’

We want to bequeath the world we
love to our grandkids, but wonder
what will be left after we’ve gone.

‘Red Doors’ by Miranda Hassett
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 Capital Punishment
The Adult Education Committee is offering

two programs in late January and early February
which address opposition to the death penalty
within a Christian context.

A discussion of the death penalty seems
timely since there have been two capital murder
trials in New Hampshire this fall.  Both of these
educational opportunities are open to the
general public and all are welcome.

On Wednesday, January 28th, beginning
at 6.30 pm we will show the documentary,
“At the Death House Door”, a film directed by
Steve James and Peter Gilbert who also directed
“Hoop Dreams”.

The film premiere was at the AFI Dallas Film
Festival in March of 2008.  The film looks at the
death penalty through the eyes of Reverend
Carroll Pickett, a Presbyterian minister who
served fifteen years as the death house chaplain
at the Walls prison unit in Huntsville, Texas. This
full-length film of 98 minutes focuses on
Reverend Pickett’s growing opposition to the
death penalty and development as an activist
death penalty opponent.

The film also focuses on the story of Carlos
DeLuna, a convict Reverend Pickett counseled
and whose execution troubled Pickett more than
any other.  He believed that De Luna was
innocent.  The film shows the impact of the
execution on De Luna’s sister and her increasing
activism as well as the investigative efforts of a
team of Chicago Tribune reporters who turned
up evidence strongly suggesting that De Luna
was innocent.

On Wednesday, February 4th, beginning
at 6.30 pm, Bess Klassen-Landis, musician,
member of the Hanover Friends Meeting, and
murder victim family member will share music
and conversation about her development as an
opponent of the death penalty.  Ms. Klassen-
Landis has taken the year off from her position
as an art teacher in Woodstock, Vermont, to
sing and speak to groups about her mother’s
murder in 1969.  She talks about her own

continued healing from this experience and her
personal opposition to the death penalty.

Ms. Klassen-Landis has participated in
Journey of Hope…From Violence to Healing.
This organization based in Anchorage, Alaska,
targets a state each year in which the death
penalty is being debated.  Teams consisting of a
murder victim family member and a relative of
someone who has been executed or is on death
row awaiting execution, witness together in
churches, in schools, to legislators, and to any
others who will listen.  Ms Klassen-Landis made
her first trip to Texas in 2005 and her second
trip to Virginia in 2006.

Anyone interested in learning more about
death penalty opposition in New Hampshire may
visit the NH Coalition to Abolish the Death
Penalty website at www.nodeathpenaltynh.org.

‘The joy that compassion brings is one
of the best kept secrets of humanity.

It is a secret known to only to very few people,
a secret that has to be rediscovered

over and over again.’

Henri J. M. Nouwen
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 Blood Drive a Success
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church and First

Congregational Church sponsored a successful
Red Cross blood drive on Tuesday, the 18th of
November.  We collected 57 pints of blood,
surpassing our goal of 56 pints.  The Red Cross
and the churches are pleased to note there were
ten first time blood donors.

Twenty-nine parishioners and congregation
members contributed to the success of this
event.  Volunteers registered and fed blood
donors as well as supported the Red Cross staff,
who were collecting and testing blood.
Volunteers provided donors with wonderful
refreshments donated by the community.

The supervising nurse stated the blood drive
at St. Andrew’s is one of her favorite drives and
that our volunteers treat the Red Cross staff very
well.  She asked that we request her presence in
May, when the Red Cross Blood Drive will return
for its pre-Memorial Day collection effort.

We are exploring the possibility of providing
childcare for a portion of the time that the
blood drive is open to provide an opportunity
for parents with younger children to donate.
If this idea appeals to you, Vickie Haines and
Marti Hunt would welcome your thoughts.

Mark your calendars: the next Red Cross-
sponsored blood drive is scheduled for Thursday,
the 21st of May, from 2 to 7pm in the Great Hall
at St. Andrew’s Church.

 Twelve Rules for Happiness
1) Make up your mind to be happy;

learn to find pleasure in simple things.

2) Make the best of your circumstances.
No one has everything and everyone has
something of sorrow intermingled with
gladness in this life.  The trick is to make
the laughter outweigh the tears.

3) Don’t take yourself too seriously.  Don’t
think somehow you should be protected
from misfortune that befalls others.

4) Don’t let criticism bother you.  You can’t
please everybody.

5) Be yourself.  Don’t let your neighbors set
your standards.

6) Do things you enjoy, but stay out of debt.

7) Never borrow trouble.  Imaginary things
are harder to bear than real ones.

8) Since hate poisons the soul, do not cherish
jealousy.  Avoid people who make you
unhappy.

9) Have many interests.  If you can’t travel,
read about new places.

10) Don’t hold post mortems.  Don’t spend
time brooding over sorrows and mistakes.
Don’t be one who never gets over things.

11) Do what you can for those less fortunate
than yourself.

12) Keep busy at something.  A busy person
never has time to be unhappy.

‘Chicken & Pasta’
- recipe for a dish served at the October Parish Pot Luck Dinner, courtesy of Judy White

 2 cups of uncooked pasta – suggest penne, ziti, or campanelle
 4 boneless, skinless chicken breasts, cut into 1-inch cubes;   1 ten-ounce can of chicken broth;
 1 nine-ounce package of cream cheese (‘Low fat’ may be substituted for ‘regular’, but not ‘fat free’)
 1 nine-ounce package of frozen chopped spinach, thawed & drained  1 teaspoon of chopped garlic
 one half cup of grated parmesan cheese  15 cherry tomatoes, halved

Cook pasta according to directions on the box.
In a skillet heat half a can of broth and the cubed chicken, turning for 5-7 minutes.
Add cream cheese, spinach, rest of broth, garlic, parmesan cheese; salt & pepper to taste.
Heat until cheese melts, then add the tomatoes, cooking for 3-5 more minutes.
Add the pasta and mix.
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 ‘Rome & Jerusalem’ by Martin Goodman

This engaging book details a ‘clash of ancient
civilizations’, a ‘titanic struggle between the
Roman and Jewish worlds that led to the
destruction of Jerusalem.’

‘In 70 CE, after a 4-year war, three Roman
legions besieged and eventually devastated
Jerusalem, destroying Herod’s magnificent
Temple.  Sixty years later, after further violent
rebellions and the city’s final destruction,
Hadrian built the new city of Aelia Capitolina
where the city of Jerusalem had once stood.
Jews were barred from entering its territory.
They were taxed simply for being Jewish.
They were forbidden to worship their god.
They were wholly reviled.

What brought about this conflict between
the Romans and the subjects they had
previously treated with tolerance ?  [Martin
Goodman] examines this conflict, its causes,
and its consequences with unprecedented
authority and thoroughness.  He delineates
the incompatibility between cultural, political,
and religious beliefs and practices between the
two peoples.  He explains how Rome’s interests
were served by a policy of brutality against the
Jews.

He makes clear how the original Christians
first distanced themselves from their origins,
and then became increasingly hostile toward
Jews as Christian influence spread within the
empire.  The book also offers an exceptional
account of anti-Semitism, a story which
reverberates still.’

 Hannukkah begins the 22nd of December…
…and ends the 29th.

Hanukkah (Hebrew: ______, alt. Chanukah),
also known as the Festival of Lights, is an 8-day
Jewish holiday commemorating the rededication
of the Second Temple in Jerusalem at the time
of the Maccabean Revolt of the 2nd century BCE.
Hanukkah is observed for eight nights, starting
on the 25th day of the Jewish month of Kislev
according to the Hebrew calendar, and may
occur from late November to late December
on the Gregorian calendar.

The festival is observed by the kindling of the
lights of a special candelabrum - the Menorah
or Hanukiah - one light on each night of the
holiday, progressing to eight on the final night.
An extra light called a shamash, (Hebrew: ‘guard’
or ‘servant’) is also lit each night, and is given a
distinct location, usually higher or lower than
the others.  The purpose of the extra light is to
adhere to the prohibition, specified in the
Talmud, against using the Hanukkah lights for
anything other than publicizing and meditating
on the Hanukkah story.  (The shamash is used to
light the other lights.)

Hanukkah is mentioned in the deutero-
canonical or apocrypha books of 1 Maccabees
and 2 Maccabees.

 1 Maccabees states: "For eight days they
celebrated the rededication of the altar.
Then Judah and his brothers and the entire
congregation of Israel decreed that the
days of the rededication...should be
observed...every year...for eight days."

 According to 2 Maccabees, "the Jews
celebrated joyfully for eight days as on
the feast of Booths."

redacted from Wikipedia

‘Bible’  by Miranda Hassett

The book also offers
an exceptional account

of anti-Semitism,
a story which reverberates still.
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 Thinking Green …
…as Stewards of God’s Creation
Books vs. Trees - Keep Your Books in Circulation

I want to recommend [a] tree-saving
alternative.  No, it is not the library.  I assume
everyone is already aware of what a tremendous
resource a library is, and how environmentally
sound, not to mention socially just by making
books, periodicals, computer and Internet access
available to people who cannot afford them.

But even the library, wonderful invention
that it is, has some drawbacks.  Due dates,
for one; the need to carry through with the
intention of reading a particular book at a
particular time, for another; and the inability,
when reaching the end of a perfect book, to
declare it a keeper; plus, a library doesn't do
anything about the unloved books moldering
on your bookshelves now.

Book-trading on swapping websites is the
alternative.  They work like this: You join and
post the names of books you're ready to trade
away.  You look for the books you want to
acquire.  Trades are arranged.  You mail your
old books and receive new ones.

That said, there are important differences
between the services - in cost, convenience,
trading process and availability of your kind of
books - that may make one or the other more
to your liking. Also, some sites allow you to
trade other media (DVDs, CDs and video games)
along with books.

A year or two ago, I tried Zunafish, which
is a very hands-on trading service.  Whenever
you click on a book you want, an email goes
out to the people offering it, with an invitation
to search your list of books and propose a trade.
You're free to accept or reject any proposal.

Alternatively, someone else may initiate the
process by selecting a book you happen to have.
In that case, you’re invited to propose the trade.
Either way, the process was way too involved for
me, but then, I never was much of a shopper.
I always wanted to cut to the chase and buy.

More recently I tried Swaptree, which suits
me to a tee.  You create two lists: "items you
have" and "items you want."  The system then
arranges the trades for you; all you do is approve
them.  There’s no need to evaluate proposals or
browse other people's lists.  To keep the trades
coming, you just need to keep your own lists
well-populated.  I could see how this degree of
automation might be the very thing some
people would not like about Swaptree, but
for me, it's what makes it work.

Another popular service, which I haven't
tried, is Bookins.  Like Swaptree, it automates
the trading process.  However, where Swaptree
considers all books equal, Bookins assigns them
points based on their popularity, awards, etc.
The trades you can make are determined by
the points you have available.  Unlike the other
systems, Bookins tracks shipments and actively
helps resolve problems.

Both Swaptree and Bookins calculate and
print the postage required for your shipments,
which cuts out a trip to the post office (environ-
mentally advantageous if you would have driven
there).  You can make shipments greener by
reusing packaging.

The trades I’ve made over the last couple of
months have gone off without a hitch.  Every-
thing came in good condition and the wait was
never too long.  Although you pay the postage
for your shipment and a dollar or two per trade
with some services (not Swaptree), the cost is
nominal.  When a package arrives, it’s like a gift.

Sheryl Eisenberg, advisor and contributor,
National Resources Defense Council journal

’This Green Life’

When a package arrives, it’s like a gift.




Samaritan Fund Application Deadline

Friday, the 5th of December
(see page 12)


Advent Quiet Day

9am to 12 noon on the 6th of December
(see page 5)


Deadline for Nominations

to the Vestry and as Delegate
Monday, the 8th of December

(see page 12)


Rehearsals for the Christmas Pageant
at 9.45am on Sunday, the 14th and

at 10am Saturday the 20th of December


Poinsettia Order Deadline
Sunday, the 14th of December

(see page 9 for your order form)


Christmas Cookie ADVENTure
Sunday, the 21st of December

(see page 13)



Sundays

8am Holy Eucharist Rite I
10am Holy Eucharist Rite II

9.45am Sunday school

Nursery services available 9.45 to 11.15am

Youth Group 2nd Sunday 5-7pm


Weekday Services
Holy Eucharist at 6pm Wednesday Evenings


Office hours: 9am to 1pm
Monday through Friday
Phone: (603) 746-3415

Fax: (603) 746-5980
Email: st.andrews@comcast.net

Web site : http://standrewshopkinton.org/

St. Andrew’s is wheelchair accessible and
all are welcome without exception.

The deadline for the January edition of
the NETWORK newsletter is December 19th.

If you have material for publication, please send
it to rhackwell@gmail.com or call 224-0433.

        St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
354 Main Street, Hopkinton, New Hampshire 03229
              CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
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