
March 2016 Vestry Summary 

The Vestry met together for a very productive work day on Saturday, March 19, at Holy Cross in 

Weare.  The first half the day was spent with its members getting to know each by answering some 

simple, but interesting questions: “Where did you grow up, and what was the physical center of 

warmth in your home?” “What was the emotional center of warmth in your home?”  “When do 

you first remember God being a warm, real person to you?”  “Where do you think is emotional 

center of warmth at St Andrew’s?”  As we answered these questions, we got to know all sorts of 

things about each other, and enabled us to grow closer as friends and colleagues. 

The second part of the day was comprised of some forward planning and thinking, as well as in a 

formal Vestry meeting.  One piece of work which came out of the day is the Vestry’s committing 

itself to a revival of our sub-committees.  These will be Finance and Budget, Buildings and 

Grounds, Music and Worship, Welcoming and Inclusion, Education and Formation, Outreach, and 

Stewardship.  On each sub-committee will sit members of the Vestry as well as members from the 

parish at large, each with specific responsibilities.  In the next few weeks you will be hearing more 

about these sub-committees. 

Minutes Highlights 

•  Present at the meeting were:  Luis Rodriguez, Martha Lovejoy, Paul Carey, Patti Gerseny, Bert 

Cooper, Vickie Haines, Larry Rice, Pete Mitchell, Chris Miller, and Pam Manus. 

•  Through a very kind donation we will be able to purchase a new stove for the kitchen.  The 

existing stove is exceedingly difficult to operate, and does not have electronic ignition, requiring 

manually lighting of all pilot lights in order to use.  The new stove will be the same size as the 

present one, but will have an electric ignition.  It is intended that the present stove be sold. 

•  There will be a few guest preachers during the Eastertide, among them The Rev’d Keith 

Patterson from St. Paul’s, Concord, and Betsy Hoskins who is in the ordination process. 

•  Our Ministry Fair is now well underway, and will last through May.  Various members of the 

congregation will speak at the Sunday Eucharists, and make presentations during coffee hour. 

•  A new Sunday Forum led by Drew Courtright begins April 3, and will last through 

Easter.  Entitled Episcopal 101, it will explore some of the issues surrounding our 

Episcopal/Anglican ethos and identity. 

•  Plans are underway for replacing the tree in the southwest corner the church property. 

Discussions have occured with a local arborist, and while he says that there is no immediate risk 

of the existing tree falling, it is good to plant a new tree 2-3 years before removing the old tree. 
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